
Grade 7 Text Animals and Habitats 

 

This vocabulary-based reading explores the fascinating world of animals and 

their habitats, focusing on their adaptations and defenses against predators. 

Discover how species survive in diverse ecosystems! 

In the diverse world of habitats, animals have developed various strategies for survival. 

Each ecosystem—whether it be a dense forest, arid desert, or vibrant coral reef—hosts a 

unique array of species that have adapted to their specific environments. Among these 

animals, we can categorize them into two main groups based on their 

diets: carnivores and herbivores. 

Carnivores are animals that primarily eat other animals. They are often 

considered predators in their ecosystem, using their sharp teeth and keen senses to hunt. 

Some carnivores, like lions and wolves, rely on speed and strength to catch their prey, 

while others, such as snakes, may use poison to immobilize their victims. 

On the other hand, herbivores feed on plants and are crucial for maintaining the balance 

within their habitats. To protect themselves from predators, many herbivores have 

developed remarkable adaptations. For example, deer can quickly flee from danger, while 

others may rely on camouflage to blend into their surroundings, making it harder for 

predators to spot them. 

The climate of a region also plays a significant role in how animals adapt. In colder 

climates, some species develop thicker fur for warmth, while in hotter regions, animals may 

evolve to have lighter colors or behaviors that allow them to conserve water and avoid the 

heat. 

In summary, the intricate relationships between carnivores, herbivores, and 

their ecosystem highlight the importance of adaptation and defense mechanisms in the 

animal kingdom. Understanding these dynamics helps us appreciate the delicate balance of 

life in various habitats around the world. 

Vocabulary words 

1. Habitats (noun) - The natural environments where organisms live, grow, and 

thrive, providing the necessary conditions for their survival. 

2. Carnivores (noun) - Animals that primarily eat other animals for sustenance, 

relying on a diet that consists mainly of meat. 

3. Herbivores (noun) - Animals that primarily consume plants, including leaves, 

stems, fruits, and roots, as their main source of food. 

4. Predators (noun) - Organisms that hunt and kill other animals for food, playing a 

crucial role in maintaining the balance of ecosystems. 
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5. Ecosystem (noun) - A community of living organisms interacting with one another 

and their physical environment, functioning as a system through energy flow and 

nutrient cycling. 

6. Adaptation (noun) - A characteristic or trait that has evolved in an organism over 

time, enhancing its ability to survive and reproduce in its environment. 

7. Species (noun) - A group of similar organisms capable of interbreeding and 

producing fertile offspring, classified based on shared characteristics and genetic 

makeup. 

8. Climate (noun) - The long-term patterns of temperature, humidity, wind, and 

precipitation in a specific region, influencing the types of habitats and the organisms 

that can thrive there. 

9. Camouflage (noun) - The ability of an organism to blend in with its surroundings, 

allowing it to avoid detection by predators or to sneak up on prey. 

10. Flee (verb) - To run away or escape from a dangerous situation, often used by 

animals to avoid predators or threats. 

11. Poison (noun) - A toxic substance produced by some organisms that can cause harm 

or death to other living beings when ingested, inhaled, or absorbed through the skin. 
 


